





%@ St Thomas and Southern India’s churches and temples

When we planned our latest visit to India primarily it
was to see the Hindu temples of Tamil Nadhu, write
Tony and Pam Smith. While predominantly Hindu
and with a religion reaching back some 3,500 years
India once would have been covered with temples.
However, Muslim invaders entering the country from
what is now Afghanistan in the northwest destroyed
the great majority as they moved south and in many
cases built their Mosques on the remains. The state of
Tamil Nadhu was untouched as the invasion stopped
short of the southern states.

Our journey was to take us across India from Chennai
(formerly Madras) on the Bay of Bengal to Kochin
(Cochin) on the Arabian Sea. Before heading across
country we planned to visit the former French colony
of Pondicherry and the “Universal Town” of Auroville,
the dream of the philosopher Sri Aurobindo.

Chennai, the capital city of Tamil Nadu, was founded
by the British in the 17th Century. It is now a major
manufacturing and IT centre with a population of
more than four million. The highlight for us was on
the southern edge of the city at Mylapore, St Thomas
Basilica.

Our first visit to the Basilica was on a Saturday and
coincided with a wedding that filled the large church.
We were taken to an adjoining building and down
into the crypt where we were required to remove our
shoes, a Hindu tradition, before entering the chapel
that contained the tomb of St Thomas, where he

was laid to rest in AD 72. The tomb was first opened
around AD 235 when a greater portion of his remains
was removed, firstly to Edessa in Asia Minor and then
to Ortona on Italy’s Adriatic coast. All that remains
now in the tomb is a fragment of the Saint’s bone the
spearhead that killed him. St Thomas Basilica is one
of only three churches built on the tomb of an apostle,
the others being; St Peter’s in Rome and St James

in Santiago de Compostella in Northern Spain. The
present basilica was built in 1896 to replace a church
built by the Portuguese in 1523 that in turn replaced
the original church built by the early Christians.

Another Saintly visitor to Chennai was the missionary
St Francis Xavier who brought with him a wooden
statue of Our Lady, before which he spent long hours
in prayer. Known as Our Lady of Mylapore, or Mylai
Matha in Tamil, the much loved statue is now kept at
the Basilica of St Thomas. Before leaving Chennai and
heading south to Pondicherry, we attended 9.30am
Mass in the Basilica. This was one of seven Sunday
Masses, three in Tamil, the local language, two in
English and one in Malayalam the language of Kerela.

After a couple of days in Pondicherry, shabby chic
now but still very French, we headed across country
to see our temples. We visited the rock cut temples of

Our Lady of Mylapore

Mahabalipuram, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, the
spectacular Brihadeeswara Temple built by King Raja
Raja Chola and the temples of Trichy, Madurai and
Meenaskshi. Wherever we went we were surrounded
by hoards of pilgrims from all over India visiting these
revered holy places.

Our journey took us through the forests and
mountains to the tea gardens and to Munnar before
we dropped down to the coast, the Kerela backwaters
ands eventually Cochin, where our journey ended and
St Thomas” began back in AD 52.

We were very surprised by the number of Christian
Churches we saw en route; Catholic, Protestant,
Evangelical and Armenian and Syrian Orthodox. They
were all very large and always beautifully maintained.
We saw many Mosques and were fortunate to come
across a Madrasah where the children were learning
Arabic in preparation for learning the Quran. We
visited the classroom where we were made very
welcome.

Before our flight to Bombay, for our connection to
London, we explored old Cochin. We visited Jew Town
and the Paradesi Synagogue built in 1568. The first
Jews to settle in Cochin were expelled from Palestine
by the Romans in the first century AD. Then on to

St Francis’ Church, the first European Church in
India, built by the Portuguese Admiral Albuquerque
in 1503 for the Franciscans, who were there until

the Dutch invaded and it became Protestant. It was
Anglican during the British rule and is now Church of
India. Vasco de Gama, who discovered the sea route
from Europe to India died in Cochin in 1524 on his
third visit to India and was buried in the church, his
gravestone is there today. Fourteen years after his
death his remains were removed to Lisbon.

For more information about St Thomas Basilica and
Our Lady of Mylapore visit the website

www.santhomechurch.com

“Expecting the world to treat you fairly because you are good
is like expecting the bull not to charge because you are a vegetarian.” Dennis Wholey



Living Our Faith raises over £1m @;/3

The parish phase of the Living Our Faith campaign
in Hampshire Downs closed at the end of January,
mow with a total of £1,255,000, an extraordinary
achievement. Sue Broadbent reflects on the
campaign so far.

Our parish took the decision to start the campaign a
year ago with Waterlooville and Havant as the first
parishes in the diocesan campaign. We carefully
considered the timing, particularly with the
economic recession in full swing, but decided to go
ahead after seeking guidance .

The fundraising model is based on individual visits
and five years of contributions rather than our
traditional fundraising social events. This has been
uncomfortable for some of us but it’s been successful
in a number of ways.

We have been in touch with about 480 of the 700
or so families/individuals registered in the parish.
Appeals from the pulpit tend to get to less than

25 per cent of a parish. Considering that our Mass
count across the whole parish is about 1100, we
have reached beyond the active regulars and have

he Wave attracts 3,500 C

made a personal connection for the church with
a good number of other parishioners. To do this,
we gathered together an amazing group of 25

parishioners who volunteered to be the visitors.

For me, the bonus was in working with a great
group of volunteers, sharing both our anxieties and
our enjoyment while we learnt more about our
church, our people, the living stones. I learnt a huge
amount by attending Mass at the different churches
and times, and being welcomed into different
communities and want to thank them for their
generosity. I'd like also to thank Dinah McLaughlin
who has worked on the team since the beginning.

So where do we go from here with the campaign?
We are still accepting donations and working on
some other fundraising approaches in order to

get to the £1.4million total and with a legacy and
the sale of the Weeke site should reach our goal

of raising £1.8m. £330,000 goes to the Diocese for
training of priests and laity and the rest is for capital
projects in the parish, among which is the new
pastoral centre.

T hristians @yz
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Nine from Hampshire Downs parish went to The
Wave; the demonstration that was held in Central
London on Saturday, December 5, just before

the start of the international climate summit in
Copenhagen, writes Mike Slinn.

Archbishops Rowan Williams and Vincent Nichols
spoke at the ecumenical meeting, attended

by 3,500 Christians in the Methodist Central

Hall in Westminster, immediately prior to the
demonstration which was attended by about 40,000.

Archbishop Rowan Williams told us that the world’s
leaders needed to hear from us about our desire for
a safe, sustainable world in which God’s care for all
he has made is honoured by us.

Archbishop Vincent Nichols urged us to Live Simply
and not allow ourselves to be dominated by the
demands of the consumer society.

Hampshire Downs earlier held a well-attended
Climate Justice Event at St Stephen’s Church.

Winchester’s Mayor, Councillor Dominic Hiscock,
welcomed everybody and reminded them of the city
council's commitment to reducing carbon emissions
by 20 per cent by 1012.

The evening event started with some songs

from Along Came Man, referring to the impact of
technology on the environment, and performed by
children from St Peter’s Primary School.

The St Peter’s Youth Theatre group performed a

— ) | Lo
Climate change march in London
play, written by themselves, in three parts.

Robert Hutchison, Chair of Winchester Action on
Climate Change (WINACC) spoke about all the
activities of its members and the mass group from
Winchester that would be attending The Wave.

Lucrezia Slinn and David McHardy performed a
song written and composed by themselves.

Finally Katy Harris from the CAFOD Campaign
Team gave an inspiring talk on The Climate Justice
Campaign. Her message was about the global
impact of climate change on the poorest people

and that we needed to move to a world where
everybody had only a fair share of the carbon
emissions that our environment can survive without
excessive global temperature increases.

“If there is no Hell, a good many preachers are obtaining money under false pretences.” William Sunday.



@;22 Question time for general election candidates

There will be a general election soon and
CrossKeys sent the same 10 questions to the
prospective parliamentary candidates for the

three main political parties in the Winchester
constituency. Here are the replies from Steve Brine
(Conservative), Patrick Davies (Labour) and Martin
Tod (Liberal Democrat). Some of Mr Brine’s and
Mr Tod’s answers have been cut because of lack of
space.

How long have you lived in the Winchester constituency?

SB: Since 2000.
PD: Almost 40 years.
MT: Since early 2007.

If elected will you have a second home in London ?

SB: It is highly unlikely I will be able to afford a
second home in London and we don’t yet know
what system of expenses will be in place in the future
or how sitting times for the House of Commons will
be reformed. I have experience of working inside
Westminster and I'm far from sure Winchester — let
alone my family - would be well served by an MP
racing out of the chamber to catch the midnight
train home before being back on the 06:55 the next
morning. [ am not an independently wealthy person
and I hope politics will remain open to people like
me.

PD: Definitely not.

MT: No. There are already MPs living a comparable
travel time from Westminster as Winchester who
commute and do without. If elected, I would too.

What is your greatest passion?

SB: Personally it is my family.
PD: The best possible education for all children.

MT: Taking on the powerful to help those that are
not.

What is your greatest political achievement to date?

SB: I have worked on legislation inside parliament
so I have helped shape future laws as part of the
Shadow Home and DTi teams. Locally I have

made small differences to peoples’ lives when they
contact me for help; be it in disputes they have with
employers, the local council or just people who need
someone to talk to when you knock on their door.

PD: Genuine and consistent involvement with local
people over several decades in local public services
as a school governor; as a City Councillor; a board
member in the health service and the largest local
housing association.

MT: I've been pleased that my campaigns for more

dentists in Winchester and
ambulances in Hampshire
have borne real fruit. I'm
proudest of the campaign I
ran with local war veterans
to save a bus service they
relied on that runs through
Hyde. ol

Are you in favour of faith Seve Brine

schools?

SB: Yes, we want to meet the rights of parents to give
their children a faith-based education in accordance
with their beliefs. That is why we would allow the
creation of new faith schools.

PD: I do not believe in creating any new faith schools.

MT: In favour of some and not of others. As the
Sutton Trust recently reported, some religious schools
use their admissions system effectively to implement
social selection and become unrepresentative of the
areas or communities they purport to serve. Others
make it their mission to reach out to pupils of all
social backgrounds. I prefer the latter. My party
supports parents having the right to choose faith-
based schools.

An Assisted Dying for the Terminally 11l Bill was blocked
by the House of Lords in 2006. Do you think physician-
assisted dying should be legalised in this country?

SB: I don’t want terminally ill people to feel
pressurised into ending their lives if they feel they
have become a burden on loved ones but I can see
why some people want the option.

PD: No; but I welcome the recent clarification by the
DPP.

MT: No. I don’t believe anyone should have the right
to kill except to protect or defend the lives of others.

In a free vote in Parliament would you follow your own
view if it differed from what you perceived the majority of
your constituents thought?

SB: I don’t think it’s possible to make broad-brush
promises in this regard. I would consider carefully
each and every vote in Parliament and want to

take into account what, if any, contact I had from
constituents on the issue. I hope the increased use of
the internet might make MPs more representative.

PD: Yes.

MT: Yes. There are matters of principle on which

I would not compromise. I wouldn't, for example,
support the death penalty no matter how popular
it was among the population. I have no interest in
slavishly obeying party bosses if it's wrong for the

"As God once said, and I think rightly...” Margaret Thatcher
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Question time for general election candidates

Winchester area and the
people who live here.

A survey by the Institute for
Fiscal Studies found that nearly
80 per cent of total spending

by the UK government per
family amounted in 2008-09

to about £5,400 on social
security, £3,600 on health,
£2,600 on education, £1,200 on
defence, £1,100 on public order
and safety, £800 on debt interest payments, and £700 on
transport.

Martin Tod

What percentages do you think should be allocated to each
of the following: social security, the National Health Service
(NHS), education, defence, public order and safety, net debt
interest payments, and transport?

SB: The Conservatives will inherit a broken economy
and society if we win this year and George Osborne
has said he will hold an emergency budget within 50
days of entering the Treasury. We have said the NHS
and International Aid will be ring-fenced. We cannot
know for sure, especially without the full machinery
of the civil service available to us, what we will inherit
if we form a Government this year.

PD: I think the broad balance between those heads
is correct. Clearly the strength of the economy will
determine the exact break-down in any particular
year.

MT: I tend to think in policy priorities rather than
target spending levels - partly because not all figures
are under direct control. Since the IFS reported,

for example, the figures for social security and

net debt interest payments have gone up - driven
by unemployment and the deficit. Even in the
Winchester area, unemployment has doubled since
the recession began - and this is a figure I would
want strong focus on reducing - which would in
turn reduce social security payments back towards
2008/09 levels or slightly below. As Vince Cable has
been looking at ways to cut spending - as soon as
the economy is strong enough to take it - we've seen
big opportunities in defence (e.g. by not renewing
Trident) and public order and safety (e.g. by
scrapping ID cards) - together with opportunities to
cut back on central management and large national
or regional quangos - and a freeze of top-end civil
service salaries - which would reduce spending across
most areas. As far as future spending is concerned,
education remains a top priority. We can never afford
to stand still. We are also far from where we need to
be on the NHS, and while there are opportunities to
save on bureaucracy, we need to be spending more

on ambulance services,
cancer care and mental
health (including dementia
care) among other areas.

The prime minister advises on
the appointment of a Bishop

in the Church of England but
under the Roman Catholic
Relief Act of 1829, sect. 17, and
the Jews’ Relief Act of 1858, sec
4, no Roman Catholic or Jew
may advise the sovereign on ecclesiastical matters.

Ze 8

Patrick Davies

Should an alternate system of ecclesiastical appointment be
devised now?

SB: I understand my colleagues, led by Baroness
Warsi in the Community Cohesion Team, are
currently consulting on the issue so I cannot give a
definitive answer from the Official Opposition. I have
however, asked them to keep me updated and I am
sure readers of CrossKeys will want to have their say
on any final recommendations we bring forward for
possible future amendment to the 1829 or 1858 Acts.

PD: I believe in the clear separation of Church and
State and that the State should therefore have no
involvement in these matters. The present law is
blatantly discriminatory and must be changed.

MT: Yes. Given the choice between giving Roman
Catholic or Jewish Prime Ministers the power to
advise on the appointment of Church of England
bishops - or removing Prime Ministers from the
process of appointing bishops and handing it to the
Church of England - I prefer the latter option.

If you were an MP today and had the chance to put forward
a private member’s bill, what would it be?

SB: My bill would require local authorities to identify
the infrastructure needed to support housing and
other forms of development and to draw up plans
to deliver this. Housing being built without the
services needed to meet the needs of new residents
is blighting this area. My bill would force local
authorities to stop and think about issues such as
where children will go to school, how they will deal
with the congestion on our roads and what new
community facilities are needed.

PD: A bill to clarify and amend sections 437- 443 of
the Education Act 1996 to ensure that all children
being educated at home are safe as well as in receipt
of suitable education.

MT: I would reintroduce David Heath MP’s fuel
poverty bill - which was regrettably voted down by
Labour Government Whips.

“I would have made a good Pope.” Richard Nixon
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@;22 Why do we need a new translation of the Missal?

One of the problems with the existing translation
of the Roman Missal which we use at Mass is that
it is not really a translation at all but a paraphrase.
It leaves out many things, and imports other things
not in the Latin original. In this article Canon

Alan Griffiths focuses mainly on one aspect of this
paraphrasing.

In the original texts, the Latin uses a complex syntax
(sentence structure) so as to place ideas, images

and themes in differing sorts of relationship to

each other. The current English translation rejects
this and simply uses parallel sentences. Thus any
connection of themes is often broken. The sense of
the original is therefore somewhat distorted.

When reading or listening to a speech, we do not
only look for meaning in single words, but in whole
sentences and larger units still. The form of a speech
may enhance its meaning. Syntax, which enables
ideas, images and themes to be placed in right
relation to each other, is almost as important as the
meaning of individual words.

Latin prayers have a structure, a “syntax” of their
own. It is, in essence, a structure drawn from
Scripture. God is addressed, then named as the One
who does things. This forms the basis for a petition.
The prayer may complicate that petition with a
further expression hoping for some result, and then
will end with the Trinitarian ascription: Through
Jesus Christ .. in the unity of the Holy Spirit ..God,
for ever and ever.

One of my students came up with this as a simple
account of the Collect form: think of “the Four A’s:”

Address — Affirm — Ask - Amen

Here is an example, the Collect for the third Mass of
Christmas Day. Literally translated, it reads:

1. O God,

2. who wonderfully created the dignity of human
nature

and still more wonderfully restored it,
grant, we pray, to us,
to be partakers of the divinity of Him

SR

who humbled himself to be a partaker in our

humanity:

7. who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit,

8. God, for ever and ever.

Line 1 is “Address.” Lines 2-3 are “Affirm.” Lines 4-6
are “Ask.” Lines 7-8 form the “Amen.”

This text is a classic expression of what is known as
the “divine exchange” effected in the Incarnation.

The Divine became human so that humans might
become divine. That meaning is conveyed both by
the words and by the shape of the prayer itself.

However, the current text removes the connecting
links:

1. Lord God, we praise you for creating man
and still more for restoring him in Christ.
Your Son shared our weakness:

may we share his glory,

S

for he lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit
6. one God, for ever and ever.

In simplifying the structure and creating two
parallel sentences where the Latin has a continuous
sentence, the formal link between the divine
initiative and the human effect sought in the
petition is weakened.

More broadly, the unity of the prayer, reflecting the
unity of the Godhead about whose action the prayer
revolves, is destroyed. Two further criticisms are
possible.

First, the opening lines of the current text shift the
“Godward” focus of the Latin (original, line 1) to a
“Human-ward” focus (current, line 1) with the shift
from O God who wonderfully created ... to Lord
God, WE praise you ... This is a feature found again
and again in the current translation.

Second, the original ending is Christological, where
it is Christ who is the “God” referred to in the
original, line 8. The current version (line 6) speaks of
“one God” making a Christ reference into a Trinity
reference, again something the Latin does not do.

A further feature of many current translated prayers
is that the simple sentence structure, coupled with
the routine use of “you” in addressing God, has

the effect of modifying the tone of the prayer. The
Latin collect structure tells of what God has done,
then uses that memory as a basis for petition.

The Latin uses the relative pronoun “who” with

the second person singular, which continues the
sentence begun with the direct address “O God ..”
In changing this into the “you” form, the current
translation hardens the tone and makes it seem as if
we are telling God something he already knows in a
manner more suited to teaching than to prayer.

Space does not allow for the many further examples
of such paraphrase. I hope that a further short
article in GrossKeys will address the serious issues
of theological reductionism, not to say heterodoxy,
which may also be a feature of the current
translation.

"And God said, ‘Let there be light” and there was light, but the Electricity Board said He would have to wait until Thursday
to be connected.” Spike Milligan
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Altar server Ali to swim the Channel

So how did you celebrate New Years Day?

Getting ready to plunge into the icy water off
Hayling Island is former Assistant Priest Fr Andrew
Chandler and St Peter’s 7pm Altar Server Ali
Longman.

Fr Andrew as a keen outdoor swimmer has
encouraged a number of parishioners to join him in
the water for a bracing start to the New Year.

Twenty-year old Ali is planning to swim the English
Channel this summer and decided that the January
dip would set the tone for this year’s gruelling
training regime.

You can read more about channel swimming and
Ali’s plans at www.aliswimsthechannel.com

Father Andrew and Ali Longman

Decem Rationes, Ten Reasons, for the truth of the Catholic Faith

In June 1580, almost 430 years ago, St Edmund
Campion arrived in England with the mission
of starting the return of this country to the Faith,
writes Peter Bogan.

He was persuaded by Thomas Pounde of Farlington,
then a prisoner in the Marshallsea but able to move
about freely, to write what he would wish to have
printed in answer to “crooked questions” he would
be asked if he were arrested, a constant danger.
“Your answers would be published in some debased
form.”

Fr. Campion sat down at a table and, in half an hour,
produced his Decem Rationes, Ten Reasons, for the
truth of the Catholic Faith. This amazing feat of
scholarship became known as his Challenge or Brag.
A famous contemporary said that it was as if it had
been written by the finger of God.

Ten years ago

The front page
contained a
picture and story
about Mark
Hogan arriving
at Peterhouse in
Holy Week prior
to his ordination
as a Deacon

on Pentecost
Sunday. There was a front page article by Canon
Peter Doyle, and others about The Gathering in
Farnborough, education for the new millennium,
preparing for marriage, journey in faith, launch
of the youth choir, and preparing for first holy
communion.

Campion gave a copy to Pounde who, soon after,
was committed to solitary confinement. Meanwhile,
he had told others about the Challenge in case it was
lost. It soon began to be widely circulated to the fury
of the Privy Council who hunted St Edmund down
and brought him to his martyrdom at Tyburn. But
the Decem was printed in safe houses all over the
country, the printers moving from one to another,
constantly at the risk of their lives. Later, translations
were published all over Europe.

Of the original copies an English translation,

written in 1914, says that, for many years none

were thought to exist. But, “The late marquis of

Bute picked up two copies and presented one to
Stonyhurst. Canon Gunning of Winchester is the
happy owner of a third.” Since then Stonyhurst now
has two and Campion House, Oxford, has another.
It is believed there is a fifth.

Canon Luke Gunning came to Winchester in 1869
and died here in 1924. He was a great collector in his
middle years so it is probable that the Winchester
Decem has been kept in the Parish for about a
hundred years. It must have been in Archbishop
King’s mind when he wrote, in 1930, “It is not
surprising, with its history and age, that the mission
of Winton should boast of some treasures."

Sadly, since his day, our treasury has been depleted.
The Decem is still our greatest treasure. I had a
special box made for it some years ago by the
printers in Wells Bookshop.

Let us hope Winton may retain this wonderful
relic for many years to come. And we should ask St
Edmund Campion to pray for our Parish and our
Diocese, that the enterprise he began may truly be
continued.

“God is love, but get it in writing.” Gypsy Rose Lee
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Alresford’s St Gregory the Great — a look at its history

The arrangement of Catholic churches was
radically changed by Vatican II, and St Gregory the
Great in Alresford was one of the first to conform.
Its design caused considerable controversy and
strenuous fundraising (the current enthusiasm

for The Pools was helpful). £20,000 was the goal
before receiving a Diocesan loan, writes Hermione
O’Donovan.

In writing of the creation of St Gregory’s four names
leap to mind. First, the retired Oratorian priest, Fr
Charles Sebastian Ritchie, retired Head Master of
the Oratory School, Caversham, who, watching
the growth of Alresford after the war donated the
site, then a large field at the junction of Grange and
New Farm Roads in 1954; Canon Alban Burrett,
appointed by Portsmouth’s Archbishop King to be
Alresford’s first Parish Priest; the Tichborne family,
whose chapel in Tichborne House had served the
Catholics of Alresford and neighbouring villages
since the Reformation, to whom Fr Ritchie was
Chaplain, and a member of the Constable-Maxwell
family who, in memory of a sister’s son killed in

a flying accident, donated 45 Broad Street to the
Diocese to serve as a presbytery and, in memory of
his wife, installed a convent of American nuns at
Medstead Manor to support the parish priest. Since
the early 1950s the Constable-Maxwells too had
opened their chapel in Old Alresford House and
Sunday Mass was celebrated in both chapels each
Sunday alternating the times.

It took until 1966 for the necessary funds to be raised
and for work to begin. On 11 September 1968 the
first Mass in St Gregory’s was celebrated. Writing

in The Tablet, my late husband, Patrick O’'Donovan
described St Gregory’s and that opening Mass:

“It is almost square, with a great dormer window

in the roof, shaped rather like a Kentish oast house.
It is about as cheap a church as you could get once
you leave the nissen hut-parish hall class. It is
certainly the best of all the new churches I have seen
in England.

“It has made a virtue of its severity. From the
vestibule with a sacristy on either side, in a straight
line there is a square stone font, a plain altar and

a pillar holding the tabernacle. The congregation
kneels on three sides. The furniture, lectern, pews,
celebrants’ seats are solid, honest things built of pine
wood. The pine wooden walls and cedar ceiling
seem to give it a colour of its own and the odd
bunch of flowers blazes out in such a setting.

“From the outside it commands its site in an almost
baroque way. At the top of a bank and approached
by elaborate paths and steps, with great bold eaves
sticking out like the wings of an oriental temple,

with its huge single light looking out over the town
to the Hampshire downs, it has an air of quiet
confidence. There is nothing triumphalist about it.
It adorns its town. It is something to take delight in.
And the new form of Mass makes complete sense of
it.

“It was opened last week with the sort of muted
pomp that is the fashion now. The Bishop of
Portsmouth was there and a large collection of
clergymen from other denominations. For once an
English Catholic church rocked rather than breathed
with the sound of English hymns. And people,
even those who had criticised its growing starkness,
or yearned for the recusant delights of the other
chapels (they will not be closed) seemed almost to
be congratulating themselves. Time will tell what
difference a central church with a resident priest
will make. There are no pictures, no memorials, no
visible windows and yet an old fashioned guide
book would mark it as ‘worth a detour.”

It took another seven years before the parish was
clear of debt and could be consecrated by the Bishop
of Portsmouth, the Rt Rev Derek Worlock on 11 July
1975 at a Mass he concelebrated with four other
priests. Sadly, Canon Burrett was not one of them.
His health broken he had been forced to retire in
early 1973 and he died that August. He was only

51. His grave in Alresford cemetery is marked by a
stone depicting Our Lady of Lourdes, for whom he
had a particular devotion.

Over the years that original severity has changed.
In 1971 the humble harmonium was replaced by a
William Sweetland organ bought when the Anglican
church at Itchen Abbas was made redundant. In
1991 Stations of the Cross, work of the sculptress
Lyn Constable-Maxwell were donated in memory
of the deceased of the parish and a little later by
her figure of the Resurrection. A tidying of the
Sacristy cupboards at St James” Spanish Place in
Marylebone had provided a number of useful
vestments. Most recently we have gained a
handsome hanging highlighting the tabernacle and
a row of comfortable armchairs near the door for
the comfort of the less able. Each of Canon Burrett’s
seven successors made their mark in turn, but none
on such a conspicuous scale as Fr John Buckley,
who brought to fruition the controversial decision
to build our own parish hall rather than continue
using those of the other Alresford churches for our
celebrations, plunging the parish back into debt. The
work completed, our Pastoral Centre was formally
opened by Bishop Crispian Hollis on 9 May 2004.

It is still true to say St Gregory’s is well ‘worth a
detour’. Our Sunday Mass is at 11am.

“As the post said, ‘Only God can make a tree,” probably because it’s so hard to figure out how to get the bark on.”
Woody Allen
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As the congregation sang “All are welcome” at the
start of the Requiem Mass in St Peter’s for Dr Anna
Wilson, there were no seats left for the latecomers
as the church was packed.

It confirmed the statement with which her daughter
Anya began her tribute.

“To some she was your friend, to some your doctor,
to others a fellow musician or charity campaigner.
The thing which united these roles was her passion
for other people. She was energised by her contact
with others. It was this love of people which led her
to want to help them and not just in her working
life; it was her whole life.”

The family teased her for her “amazing talent for
collecting waifs and strays.”

Her cardinal rule was that people mattered and that
you were responsible for making a difference in
their lives.

“It drove her to work with those marginalised

by society: the homeless victims of violence and
abuse and those caring for relatives alone. She
helped countless people through her diligence and
enthusiasm...

“Mummy tried to cram at least three extra hours
into each day and her eternal optimism meant that
she normally managed it.”

Anya said her mother placed three things above all
others: family, friends and faith.

“She had a somewhat fiery relationship with the
church: she had her own ideas about what needed
to change, which no doubt she’s taking up with
God in person right now, but she never doubted the
immense importance of its mission.

“She worked tirelessly to improve and strengthen
the Parish, the Diocese and the wider Church from
the bottom up.”

She was also an internationalist, born of Polish
parents, she didn’t see borders, only the chance to
discover new peoples and cultures.

Anya concluded: “With her passing we lose the

fire and sparkle that has illuminated our lives

so brightly... Her life challenges us to follow her
example and to take every opportunity to bring that
life and sparkle to each other every day.”

Graham Archard, a fellow GP told how her magic
and encouragement had a way of bringing out the
best in people.

He recounted her training in St. Mary’s Hospital
Medical School, London, and Oxford University
Medical School where she graduated in 1971,
being a Company Doctor in Kitwe, Zambia, and
the Student Health Physician at the University of

Malaya, in Kuala _
Lumpur. On her o

return, she became
a Locum GP in
South East London;
Community Health
Doctor in Child
and School Health
in Wolverhampton
and then moved to
Winchester where

from 1985 to 1991 she
was the Community
Health Doctor in

Child Health. Anna Wilson

In 1991 she entered practice as a part time principal
at the Gratton Surgery, Sutton Scotney where she
set up the Winchester Rural GP OOH Co-operative,
became an undergraduate and post graduate
trainer and an appraiser of experienced General
Practitioners.

Anna became board chairman of the Wessex Faculty
of the RCGP in 1996 when she set up the Wessex
Re-entry into General Practice Scheme. Anna also
started campaigning on behalf of Carers and this led
to the Carers Protocol, which was adopted by the
Mid-Hampshire Primary Care Trust.

“But perhaps her greatest passion was women'’s
health. This was her speciality.”

Her achievements included initiating the
Menopause Clinic at Sarum Road Private Hospital
as well as being the Forensic Medical Examiner

to the Hampshire Police with special expertise for
those who had been subjected to sexual abuse.

She initiated the Primary Health Care Services for
the homeless at the Trinity Centre and Winchester
Churches Night Shelter.

Her work was recognised with two awards: FRCGP
1998 and the Wessex Chairman’s Medal 2005 for
services to Wessex RCGP,

“She has left a legacy for me and so many of a
wonderful professional woman. Caring, loving,
thoughtful, wonderful. Who sitting here could ever
forget her laugh? And that is how I will remember
her — challenging, professional, questioning — but
always laughing.”

Canon Paul Townsend also praised her contribution
to the parish choir and as a special minister and
reader, as well as many advisory roles within the
diocese.

She is survived by her husband Max, daughters
Anya and Nina, son Crispian and mother Irena, who
sadly died in March.

“I admire the Pope. I have a lot of respect for anyone who can tour without an album.” Rita Rudner.
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@;fz World Cup stars and the sign of the cross

This summer will witness the soccer World Cup
finals being played in South Africa, and you will
see many players make the sign of the cross before
entering the field of play.

However, one successful Scottish international who
worshipped at St Peter’s for about eight months
during the 1980s while renting a house near
Winchester, didn’t do that.

Former Southampton striker and Portsmouth coach
Joe Jordan, now at Tottenham, told GrossKeys that
people go about it differently.

“My faith is a private thing and I go about it my
way. I don’t really associate it with my day to day
football living. It doesn’t change because of my
profession. I just go about it as if I was a painter and
decorator.

“People go about it differently. That is me as an
individual. Going on to the pitch at Hampden Park
or Old Trafford... it never crossed my mind to do
that. People’s personalities are different.”

In his autobiography “Behind The Dream” Jordan
fondly remembers his boyhood parish priest Father
Isaac McLaren, and the support he gave the young
soccer players of Cleland in Scotland.

Jordan recalls in the book his career at Leeds under
Don Revie and at Manchester United with Matt
Busby, as well as becoming the first Scot to score

in three world cups in Germany 1974, Mexico 1978
and Spain 1982.

Unlike England World Cup winner Nobby Stiles
who admitted in his autobiography “After The Ball”
walking from Hendon Hall to Golders Green for
Mass every morning during the 1966 competition,
Jordan said he only went on Sundays.

He told CrossKeys: “I do remember in my first
World Cup there were four of us went to Mass, Billy
Bremner, Jimmy Johnstone, David Hay and myself,
and, because of a security thing, we had to have
guards with us.”
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JOE JORDAN

behind the dream

"You'll be hard pressed 1o find a better spods autobiography
than this one’ Xnd on SOnoey

Joe Jordan'’s autobiography “Behind the dream”

Later in the book, he writes: “It was Christmas

by the time I came out of hospital with my leg

in plaster. On Christmas Eve Judith and I went

to Midnight Mass. We sat in the back row, so I
could hobble out of the church at the end of Mass.
Unfortunately, I had placed myself in the path of
a man who had clearly been celebrating a little too
vigorously. The moment I saw him I feared the
worst. He lurched and wobbled and, of course,
landed on top of my wounded knee. The moral of
the story — don’t go to midnight Mass with your leg
in plaster.”

Important Dates

May 13 St Peter’s School Ascension Mass 10.30am,

May 22 Day for New Catholics with Bishop
Crispian St John’s Cathedral, Portsmouth

May 23 First Communion Mass
June 5 & 6 Convent Exhibition Milner Hall

June 17 St Peter’s School Mass & Corpus Christi
Procession, 10.30am, St Stephen’s

June 29 School Feast Day Mass, St Stephen’s,
July 2 Confirmation Mass with Bishop Crispian
July 24 Phil Harris’s Ordination to the Priesthood

“I hear Glenn Hoddle has found God. That must have been one hell of a pass.” Bob Davies



